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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: 
Cory Zarrella, SOMA
January 18, 2012

508-821-3635
HarborOne Credit Union presents Special Olympics Basketball Tournament Featuring 800+ Athletes and Unified Partners 
67 teams from Southeastern MA and Cape Cod scheduled to attend February 4 events at Stonehill College and Bridgewater-Raynham High School

Taunton, Mass. – More than 800 Special Olympics Athletes and Unified Partners (non-disabled teammates) are expected to compete in Special Olympics Massachusetts (SOMA) South Section Basketball Assessment Round on Saturday, February 4. The 67 teams expected to compete will be split between the Sally Blair Ames Sports Complex at Stonehill and Bridgewater-Raynham High School.  This is the second year that SOMA will be using multiple venues for the ever growing event with teams coming from Hopkinton to Hyannis to compete in the one day tournament. 
Overall, 1,500 people – including volunteers, family members and other spectators are expected to attend the event. The mid-season tournament is designed to assess each basketball team’s ability level, in order to ensure the most fair and equitable match-ups at the State Winter Games to be held at gymnasiums across Worcester on March 10 and 11. SOMA’s Winter Games serve as the season-ending, statewide tournament for basketball, alpine skiing, snowboarding, floor hockey, and ten pin bowling.

Each venue is led by a volunteer management team: John Leahy, Stonehill’s Director of Recreational Sports, and Kara Kuntupis, a Special Education Teacher at BR High, along with three student leaders, Margaret Clancy, Matthew Wyman, and Kyle Lundgren at the latter. Both of these school communities has played the leading role in planning the event, recruiting and organizing volunteers, coordinating Opening Ceremonies, Awards, as well as Olympic Town activities. 
“Basketball is one of Special Olympics largest sports that continue to grow, and we are happy to be returning to both Stonehill College and Bridgewater-Raynham High School this year,” said Cory Zarrella, SOMA’s Associate South Section Director. “Both schools involvement in this event is a tremendous reflection of the character instilled within their communities.”
SOMA is proud to have a wonderful partner in HarborOne Credit Union as the Tournament’s lead $5,000 sponsor. “This funding allows us to cover costs associated with the tournament,” said Zarrella. “From facility fees to awards, HarborOne supports our mission to never charge our athletes to participate in SOMA activities. And for that, we are so grateful.” 
Says HarborOne of the relationship: “Special Olympics of Massachusetts performs such important work assisting our neighbors in the community,” said Leo Macneil, HarborOne’s Senior VP of Community Relations. “HarborOne is proud to be affiliated with them and we encourage our friends and neighbors to join us.  For additional information, call the local SOMA office at: 508-821-3635.”
The current event schedule is:
8:00am

Session 1 registration
8:30am

Opening Ceremonies

9:15am

First session competition; awards follow each team’s last game
12 noon

Session 2 registration
12:30pm
Opening Ceremonies for second session

1:15pm

Second session competition; awards follow each team’s last game
4:00pm

Competition Ends
About Special Olympics

Special Olympics Massachusetts provides year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports 11,676 children and adults with intellectual disabilities. Special Olympics athletes are given continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community. More information is available at www.specialolympicsma.org and www.specialolympicsma.org/south.
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SOMA South Section, 125 John Hancock Road, Taunton, MA 02780 ( TEL (508) 821-3635 ( FAX (508) 821-4030 ( www.specialolympicsma.org/south 
Created by the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation, Authorized and Accredited by Special Olympics, Inc., for the benefit of Persons with Intellectual Disabilities
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