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Whitman Area Panthers
Team Profile

Story written by Amanda Church

The Special Olympics Team from Whitman, The Whitman Area Panthers are coached by Cindy Lavigne and George Coffey. The Panthers have made Special Olympics a part of their entire year, competing in Floor Hockey (Winter), Track & Field (Summer), Softball (August) and Soccer (Fall). The team consists of about 25 athletes that train and compete in these four sports and they actively compete in every sectional and state event offered.

The one sport they love to do most is Softball. This year the team has been given the opportunity to compete in a National softball tournament in Elgin, Illinois, where they will compete against teams from all across the United States. Eleven of their athletes will be traveling to Illinois to compete in this tournament. The athletes are looking forward to the whole experience; the plane ride there, playing against other teams, and making new friends. 

I asked them what professional sports team really inspires them the most, their answer was the Red Sox and the Yankees….but mostly Red Sox I bet.  Any team in any sport sets goals for themselves. Coach Cindy said, “Our goals are to support each other, strive for homeruns, and shoot for the gold.  Supporting each other is the most important.” 

